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H 
 

 
 
 
Illicit Discharge  
And  
Illegal Connection 

 

“It always seemed strange to me that the things we admire in men, kindness and generosity 
openness, honesty, understanding and feeling are the concomitants of failure in our system. And 
those traits we detest, sharpness, greed, acquisitiveness, meanness, egotism and self‐interest are 
the traits of success. And while men admire the quality of the first, they love the produce of the 
second.ʺ 

— John Steinbeck 
 
  H-1 Introduction 
 
Illicit discharges and illegal connections represent the public’s knowingly or unknowingly 
discharging pollutants into the municipal storm sewer system. Principal remedies to address 
this matter include public education, verification through inspections, and enforcement. 

 
  H-2 Goal 
 
The City’s goal is to prevent discharges with potential pollutants from entering the storm drain 
system. These discharges can be intentional or unintentional (accidental). The program will 
have two objectives: 1) prohibit non-storm water discharges and 2) investigate and remediate 
illicit discharges and improper disposal into the MS4. 

 
The City intends to achieve its goal and meet its Municipal Permit requirements through a 
collaborative effort between several City departments and outside agencies. Partners 
include, but are not limited to, the Salinas Valley Solid Waste Authority (SVSWA), 
Household Hazardous Waste Facility, Monterey County Environmental Health Department, 
Salinas Police Department, and Salinas Fire Department. 

Chapter 

H
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H-3 Best Management Practices 
 

Table  H-1 Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination  
Summary of Best Management Practices 

 
Permit Provision H1 Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination BMP Development 

Best Management 
Practice 
or Activity 

 Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination  

Implementation Plan  Develop Implement effective ongoing activities to detect, 
investigate, and eliminate illicit connections and illicit discharges 
into the MS4. 
 
 

Implementation 
Schedule  

 Permit Year By end of Year 2 

Implementation of:  
 

H1 The City will implement effective ongoing activities to detect, 
investigate, and eliminate illicit connections and illicit discharges 
into the MS4. 
 

Effectiveness 
Assessment 

 Track and maintain informational database on Illicit discharges to 
determine if there is a reduction, over time,  in reported 
responses to illicit discharges  

Permit Provision H2 MS4 System Map 

Best Management 
Practice 
or Activity 

 Update MS4 System Map 

Implementation Plan  The City will develop an up-to-date and accurate MS4 System 
Map, and will keep the map up-to-date in all subsequent years.  
The map will at a minimum include the following: 

a) High Priority IDDE areas identified 
b) Dry Weather screening stations identified 

 
Implementation 
Schedule  

 Permit Year By end of Year 2 

Implementation of:  
 

H2 The City will develop and maintain an accurate MS4 system map 
to include High Priority IDDE areas and identified Dry Weather 
screening stations.  
 

effectiveness 
Assessment 

 Maintaining up-to-date mapping of MS4 and High Priority IDDE 
areas. Review and update annually as needed.-  
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Permit Provision H3 Prioritization 

Best Management 
Practice 
or Activity 

 Prioritize and Implement procedures for identifying High Priority 
IDDE areas within the MS4  

Implementation Plan  a) Implement effective procedures for identifying High 
Priority IDDE areas within the MS4 likely to have illicit 
discharges or illicit connections. 

 
b) Maintain a Map of the identified High Priority IDDE 

areas using priority criteria indicated in H.3.b. 
 

c) 20 percent of the Permit coverage area will be 
designated as High Priority IDDE areas. 
 

d) High Priority IDDE areas will be identified by which 
Urban Subwatershed each area is located in. 
 

Implementation 
Schedule  

 Permit Year By end of Year 2 

Implementation of:  
 

H3 The City will effectively identify and designated 20 percent of 
the Permit coverage area as High Priority IDDE likely to have 
illicit discharges or illicit connection as they relate to the 
subwatershed that each area is located in. 
 

Effectiveness 
Assessment 

 Successful completion of the required elements.  

Permit Provision H4 Illicit Discharge Reporting System 

Best Management 
Practice 
or Activity 

 Promote, publicize, and facilitate public reporting of 
suspected illicit discharges or other water quality concerns 
associated with discharges into or from the MS4 through the 
development and implementation of an effective central 
contact point reporting system 

 
Assess percentage of non-English speaking population and 
determine if the illicit discharge reporting system shall be 
bilingual. 
 

 
Implementation Plan H4 a) Promote and publicize the illicit discharge reporting 

system contact information to both internal staff and 
the public. 
 

b) Develop and maintain an effective information 
management system to track all reports of potential 
illicit discharges. 
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c) Develop and maintain a written response procedure. 

The procedure will contain a flow chart for internal use, 
that shows the procedures for responding to reports of 
potential illicit discharges, the various responsible 
agencies and their contacts, and who would be 
involved in illicit discharge incidence response. 
 

d) Develop and implement an effective mechanism 
whereby the reporting system is notified of all sewage 
spills. 
 

e) Conduct source investigations in response to reports. 
 

f) Respond to public complaints of stormwater concerns 
at construction sites. 
 

g) Test the reporting system 
 

h) Include the procedure for reporting a potential illicit 
discharge will be included in fleet vehicles. 

Implementation 
Schedule  

 Permit Year 1 

Implementation of:  
 

H4 The City will develop and publicize a spill and illicit discharge 
reporting system, maintain an effective information system for 
tracking illicit discharges and maintain a written response plan. 
 

Effectiveness 
Assessment 

 Development of a reporting system that’s easily accessible and 
understood for the reporting of spills or illicit discharges.  

Permit Provision H5 Illicit Discharge Drive-By Inspections and Identification 

Best Management 
Practice 
or Activity 

 Develop and implement effective procedures for illicit 
discharge identification. 

 
Implementation Plan  a) Conduct drive-by inspections of the High Priority IDDE 

areas for illicit discharge screening at least quarterly. 
 

b) Develop and maintain an effective information 
management system to track drive-by inspections. 
 

c) Review the data in the information management system 
by end of year 2 and determine which specific areas or 
sites require drive-by inspections at an increased 
frequency. 

 
Implementation 
Schedule  

 Permit Year 2 
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Implementation of:  
 

H5 The City will conduct drive by inspections at least quarterly, 
develop and maintain an effective information management 
system and review data to determine the potential to increase 
inspection frequency. 
 

Effectiveness 
Assessment 

 Effective drive-by inspections to aid in determining inspection 
frequencies.    

Permit Provision H6 Dry Weather Screening 

Best Management 
Practice 
or Activity 

 Develop and implement effective dry weather screening BMPs 
to detect illicit discharges 

 
Implementation Plan  a) Implement and revise if necessary, written procedures 

for dry weather field screening including field 
observations and field monitoring. 

b) Dry weather screening BMPs will be designed to 
emphasize frequent, geographically widespread field 
monitoring to detect and eliminate illicit discharges and 
illicit connections to the MS4. 

c) Beginning in Year 3, dry weather field screening will 
be conducted at each identified station once per year 
during dry weather. 

d) Develop parameters to dry weather field screen and 
benchmark concentration levels for results whereby 
exceedance of the benchmark 

e) Conduct a follow-up investigation within two days to 
identify and eliminate the source if the benchmarks are 
exceeded. 

f) By the end of Year 2, identify dry weather screening 
stations and include the station location on the MS4 
System Map. 

g) Beginning in Year 3, develop and maintain an 
effective information management system to track dry 
weather screening. 
 

Implementation 
Schedule  

 Permit Year. By end of year 2 
Permit Year 3 
 

Implementation of:  
 

H6 The City will implement the dry weather screening requirements 
of this permit provision. 

Effectiveness 
Assessment 

 Implementation of effective dry weather screening BMPs to 
eliminate illicit discharges and illicit connections. Effectiveness 
may be measured by the reduction or elimination dry weather 
flows with the potential to impact water quality.  
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Permit Provision H7 IDDE Source Investigation and Elimination 

Best Management 
Practice 
or Activity 

 Effective IDDE source investigation and elimination BMPs 

Implementation Plan  a) Develop and implement effective procedures for tracing the 
source of an illicit discharge and for eliminating the source of 
the discharge. 

b) Will maintain written standard operating procedures for 
conducting investigations into the source of all identified 
illicit discharges, including approaches to requiring such 
discharges to be eliminated. 

c) Abatement  and  Cleanup  –  Will respond  within  1  
business  day  of discovery or a report of a suspected illicit 
discharge with actions to abate, contain, and/or clean up all 
illicit discharges. 

d) Will conduct an investigation(s)  to  identify  and  locate  the  
source  of  all  illicit  discharges  during  or immediately 
following containment and cleanup activities. 

e) Will immediately notify the responsible party of the problem, 
and require the responsible party to conduct all necessary 
corrective actions to eliminate the illicit discharge within one 
week. 

f) Will conduct  a  follow-up  investigation  and  field screening,  
to  verify  that  the  discharge  has  been  eliminated. 

g) Will implement the Enforcement Response Plan. Take all 
necessary follow-up actions to eliminate illicit discharges. 

h) Will report immediately the occurrence of any illicit discharges 
believed to be an immediate threat to human health or the 
environment to the Central Coast Water Board, including the 
discharge of sewage into the MS4. 

Implementation 
Schedule  

 Permit Year 3 

Implementation of:  
 

H7 The City will effectively respond to, investigate and conduct follow-
up investigations to eliminate illicit discharges.  The City will 
maintain records and follow appropriate reporting procedures if a 
discharge is believed to be an immediate threat to human health or 
the environment. 

Effectiveness 
Assessment 

 Effective IDDE source investigation and elimination of sources of illicit 
discharges. 

Permit Provision H8 Facilitate Disposal of Used Oil and Toxic Materials 

Best Management 
Practice 
or Activity 

 Will facilitate the proper management and disposal of all used oil, 
vehicle fluids, toxic materials, and other household hazardous 
wastes. 

Implementation Plan  The City will coordinate with the Salinas Valley Solid Waste Authority 
(SVSWA), or other designated disposal company that currently 
implements program(s) to achieve this requirement. 
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The City will also ensure the availability of collection sites and 
publicize their availability each year. 

 
Implementation 
Schedule  

 Permit Year 1 

Implementation of:  
 

H8 The City will facilitate the disposal of Used Oil and Toxic Materials 
through coordination with the SVSWA. 

Effectiveness 
Assessment 

 Reduce the potential of illicit discharge or illegal dumping by 
facilitating proper management and disposal of used oil and toxic 
materials.   

Permit Provision H9 MS4 System Inlet Labels and Illegal Dumping Signs 

Best Management 
Practice 
or Activity 

 Identify Inlet Labels and Illegal Dumping Signs locations and install 
as required. 

Implementation Plan  Wastewater Division staff will identify the inlets that will be labeled 
that don’t already contain a legible message. 
Under the direction of the Wastewater Manager and Crew Supervisor, 
the Wasterwater Division will label a minimum of 25 percent of inlets 
identif ied annually.  
Wastewater Division will post signs with prohibitive language 
discouraging illegal dumping at designated public access points to 
creeks, other relevant water bodies, and channels. Signage and 
storm drain messages will be legible and maintained. 
 
In conjunction with the Library and Community Services Department, 
Community Services Manager, Wastewater Division staff will 
determine the percentage of residents who are not fluent in English, 
and determine if signage and storm drain messages must be 
bilingual to be effective. Wastewater Manager and Community 
Services Manager will determine if signage and storm drain 
message will be bilingual, signage and storm drain messages 
installed s h o u l d  be bilingual. 

 
Implementation 
Schedule  

 Permit Year 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 

Implementation of:  
 

H9 The City will identify and label 25% of the IDDE priority area with 
storm drain markers and install signs that discourage illegal dumping 
at appropriate locations as required by this permit provision.  The City 
will also determine if signage and storm drain messages will be 
bilingual.  
 

Effectiveness 
Assessment 

 Completion of 25 percent of identified inlets each year and installation 
of signs at identified priority illegal dumping sites.  Over time, 
effectiveness may be assessed by a reduction in illegal dumping, 
public awareness and successful abatement of illicit discharges. 
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Permit Provision H10 Incidental Runoff and Excessive Water Application 

Best Management 
Practice 
or Activity 

 Reduce Incidental Runoff and Excessive Water use. 

Implementation Plan  Incidental Runoff will be reduced and excessive water application will 
be prohibited. 
 
The City will prohibit the excessive application of potable and 
recycled water (e.g., over-watering of lawns or gardens causing 
water to escape from irrigated areas and run off into gutters, ditches, 
streets, sidewalks and other MS4 system components). 
 
The City will develop and implement an effective plan to reduce 
Incidental Runoff to the MEP to control the Incidental Runoff. 

 
Implementation 
Schedule  

 Permit Year. By end of Year 2 

Implementation of:  
 

H10 Development and Implementation of an effective plan to reduce 
Incidental Runoff to the MEP.  Observation for incidental runoff will be 
incorporated into observations made for illicit discharges and reported 
to the appropriate City Department for follow-up. 
 

Effectiveness 
Assessment 

 Reduced runoff from incidental water use. Effectiveness may be 
realized by improved water quality due to a reduction in pollutants 
associated with incidental and excessive water runoff. 

Permit Provision H11 Enforcement to Eliminate Illicit Discharges 
 

Best Management 
Practice 
or Activity 

 Enforcement  

Implementation Plan  The City will utilize its legal authority to enforce appropriate 
ordinances, statutes, permits, contracts or other means to eliminate 
illicit discharges within the City areas 
The City will implement the progressive Enforcement Response Plan 
and take all necessary follow-up actions to bring responsible parties 
into compliance. 
 
The City will respond to and document all complaints received from 
third-parties and document any required corrective actions have been 
implemented. 
 
The City will utilize the reporting system to facilitate public complaints 
of illicit discharges. 
 

Implementation 
Schedule  

 Permit Year 1,2,3,4,5 
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Implementation of:  
 

H11 The City’s Progressive Enforcement Procedures will be used to 
successfully resolve and obtain compliance to eliminate illicit 
discharge. 
 

Effectiveness 
Assessment 

 Successful resolution of illicit discharge issues using Progressive 
Enforcement Procedures when necessary.  The most effective 
measure of compliance is resolution through timely voluntary 
compliance. 

Permit Provision H12 Illicit Discharge Training 

Best Management 
Practice 
or Activity 

 Training on Illicit Discharges 

Implementation Plan  The City will ensure that all municipal staff that may come into 
contact with or otherwise observe an illicit discharge or illicit 
connection to the MS4 based on the municipal staff’s typical job 
duties, have the knowledge and understanding necessary to identify 
potential illicit discharges and to implement the IDDE BMPs 
effectively.  All applicable municipal staff will be trained each year. 
 
New municipal staff, or municipal staff new to a position related to 
municipal maintenance activities or events will be trained within one 
year of hire or attainment of new position. 
 
The City will perform an assessment of trained municipal staff’s 
knowledge of implementation of IDDE requirements of this Order 
and revise the training to address any deficiencies each year.    

 
Implementation 
Schedule  

 Year 1,2,3,4,5 

Implementation of:  
 

 Staff training will be performed in compliance with this provision.  

Effectiveness 
Assessment 

 Knowledgeable Staff as determined be the training assessment for 
personnel whose job duties are related to this provision requirement. 
Successful completion of the knowledge assessment with a minimum 
passing score of 70%  

Permit Provision H13 Staff Not Employed by the City of Salinas 

Best Management 
Practice 
or Activity 

 Implementation of the requirements regardless if the work is 
performed by in-house staff or contracted out to others. 
 

Implementation Plan  a) City will be responsible for the effective implementation of the 
requirements regardless if the work is performed by in-house 
staff or contracted out to others. Contracts for the 
performance of any IDDE activity will include requirements to 
comply with applicable BMPs and any other applicable 
requirements 
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b) City will perform oversight of activities performed by others 
to ensure the effective implementation of the requirements 

 
Implementation 
Schedule  

 Permit Term 

Implementation of:  
 

 The City will ensure that contracts and contractors are informed of the 
requirement of this order and oversight of activities is performed to 
ensure effective implementation of this requirement.  
 

Effectiveness 
Assessment 

 Implementation of the requirement to ensure staff not employed by 
the City are informed of the requirements of this order and oversight is 
performed to ensure the effective implementation of the requirements. 

Permit Provision H14-a Reporting 

Best Management 
Practice 
or Activity 

 Reporting 

Implementation Plan  a) In the Year 1 Annual Report, the City will include: 
i) A summary of the IDDE BMPs developed including how 

the     Center for Watershed Protection IDDE Manual or 
equivalent guidance was implemented; 

ii)  A description of the information management system(s) 
developed to track the information  required  by  this  
Section  including  a  description  of  measures  the 
City implemented to ensure the system is kept up-to-
date; 

iii)  A description of the illicit discharge reporting  system; 
iv)  A  summary  of  the  MS4  system  inlets  that  will  be  

labeled  with  a  stormwater awareness message and 
the label details (e.g., size, message, materials); 

v)  A list of the locations the City will post signs 
discouraging illegal dumping, an explanation the location 
selection criteria, and the sign details 

 
Implementation 
Schedule  

H14 Permit Year 1 

Implementation of:  
 

 The City will comply with each of the reporting requirements of this 
permit provision. 

Effectiveness 
Assessment 

 Completion of the reporting requirements. 

Permit Provision H14-b Reporting 

Best Management 
Practice 
or Activity 

 Reporting 
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Implementation Plan  b) In the Year 2 Annual Report, the City will include: 
i) A list of locations where signs discouraging illegal 

dumping have been posted. The list will verify if signs 
have been posted at all designated public access 
points to 
creeks, channels and other relevant water bodies; 

ii)   Map showing High Priority IDDE areas and dry 
 weather screening station locations; 
iii)  A summary of the identified High Priority IDDE areas 

including the methodology used to identify High Priority 
IDDE areas; 

iv)  A description of the dry weather screening 
 benchmarks developed; 
v)  A description of dry weather screening station  selection 
methodology; and 
vi)  A description of how the City has prohibited the 

excessive application of potable and recycled water. 
 

Implementation 
Schedule  

 Permit Year 2 

Implementation of:  
 

H14 The City will comply with each of the reporting requirements of this 
permit provision. 

Effectiveness 
Assessment 

 Completion of the reporting requirements. 

Permit Provision H14-c Reporting 

Best Management 
Practice 
or Activity 

 Reporting 

Implementation Plan  c) In the Year 2 Annual Report and each subsequent Annual 
Report, the City will 
include: 
i) A description of the MS4 System Map   updates 

including the reasoning for the update; 
ii)   A  description  of  updates  to the map  of  High Priority 

IDDE  areas  including  the reasoning for the update; 
iii)  Percentage of the Permit coverage area that has been 

designated as High Priority 
IDDE areas; 

iv)  A summary of the drive-by inspections performed 
including frequency of inspection, inspection findings, 
and follow-up actions conducted; 

v)  A description of any modifications implemented to the 
drive-by inspection frequency 
based on the analysis of data collected the previous 
year including the reasoning for the modification; and 

vi)  The actions implemented by the City to reduce Incidental 
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Runoff. 
 

Implementation 
Schedule  

 Permit Year 2 

Implementation of:  
 

H14 The City will comply with each of the reporting requirements of this 
permit provision. 

Effectiveness 
Assessment 

 Completion of all reporting requirements. 

Permit Provision H14-d Reporting 

Best Management 
Practice 
or Activity 

 Reporting 

Implementation Plan  d) In the Year 3 Annual Report and each subsequent Annual 
Report, the City will include: 
i) A description of the dry weather field screening 

conducted including frequency of inspection, inspection 
findings and when benchmarks were exceeded; 

ii)   A description of procedures developed for conducting 
IDDE source investigations. 

iii) A description of the source investigations performed 
including corrective actions implemented; and 

 
Implementation 
Schedule  

 Permit Year 3 

Implementation of:  
 

H14 The City will comply with each of the reporting requirements of this 
permit provision. 

Effectiveness 
Assessment 

 Completion of all reporting requirements. 

Permit Provision H14-e Reporting 

Best Management 
Practice 
or Activity 

 Reporting 

Implementation Plan  e) In each Annual Report, the City will include: 
i) A summary of the reports received (e.g., calls, e-

mails, other reports) by the illicit discharge reporting 
system and follow-up actions conducted; 
ii)   Results of the illicit discharge reporting system 
testing and any reporting system improvements 
implemented; 

iii)  A  description  of  activities  implemented  to  facilitate  
used  oil  and  toxic  material disposal; 
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iv)  The percentage of identified MS4 inlets requiring a 
stormwater awareness message that were labeled; 

v)  A description of implementation of the Enforcement 
Response Plan including all enforcement actions taken 
during the reporting period; 

vi)  A summary of the oversight procedures the City 
implemented for all activities performed by staff not 
employed by the City; and 

vii) A training report that 
includes each item listed 
below. 
(1) A list of all staff whose job duties are related to 

implementing the municipal stormwater program, the 
date(s) training occurred and the topics covered. 

(2) Results of the annual training assessment and a 
summary of any implemented revisions to training. 

(3) A summary of the City’s compliance with the training 
requirements of this Section. 

 
Implementation 
Schedule  

 Permit Year 1, 2,3,4,5 

Implementation of:  
 

H14 The City will comply with each of the reporting requirements of this 
permit provision. 

Effectiveness 
Assessment 

 Completion of all reporting requirements. 

 

H-4 Procedures for Storage and Disposal of Used Motor Oil and Used Oil Filters 

The following procedures are based upon the State of California Department of Toxic 
Substance Control Fact Sheets and accordingly are consistent with state requirements. 

 

H-4 a.Storage and disposal of used Motor Oil and used oil filters 

Salinas has an existing program provided by other agencies and private companies that 
educate and provide services for used motor oil and used oil filters. Salinas has curbside oil 
recycling services for residences. Further, all auto part stores provide containers for used 
motor oil and filter bags. The local waste company, Salinas Valley Solid Waste Authority 
provides education information in their newsletters yearly regarding the topic. In addition the 
Monterey Regional Waste Management District provides information by mail and at most 
events in the community including the local fairs (2) and major festivals. Effectiveness for this 
effort will be tabulated by the collection numbers from year to year. 
 

H-4b. Regulatory Background 

Generators and transporters of used oil and used oil filters must comply with the requirements 
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of: Chapter 6.5, Division 20 of the California Health and Safety Code, including Article 13 
(Commencing with section 25250), and • Title 22, California Code of Regulations (CCR), 
Division 4.5, including Chapter 29 (used oil) (commencing with section 66279.1) and section 
66266.130 (used oil filters). 

 

Generators of used oil, oil filters or other hazardous waste, should consult with the County of 
Monterey’s Environmental Health Division, Hazardous Materials Management Service. This 
Service acts as the local Certified Unified Program Agency (CUPA) throughout Monterey 
County, and can provide detailed information about requirements pertaining to used oil and 
used oil filters. 

 

H-4c. Legal Definition of Used Oil 

“Used oil means any oil that has been refined from crude oil, or any synthetic oil, that has 
been used, and, as a result of use or as a consequence of extended storage, or spillage, 
has been contaminated with physical or chemical impurities” (Ref: Health and Safety 
Code Section 25250.1). Used oil includes, but is not limited to, the following: 

 

Used motor oils: 
• Vehicle crankcase oils 
• Engine lubricating oils 
• Transmission fluids 
• Gearbox and differential oils 

 
Used industrial oils: 

• Hydraulic oils 
• Compressor oils 
• Turbine oils 
• Bearing oils 
• Gear oils 
• Transformer (electrical) oils 
• Refrigeration oils 
• Metalworking oils 
• Railroad oils 

 
Used oil does not including: 

 Antifreeze 
 Brake fluid 
 Other automotive wastes 
 Fuels (gasoline, diesel, kerosene, etc.) 
 Grease 
 Solvents 
 Substances that are not oils 
 Oils with a flashpoint below 100°F 
 Oils containing more than 1,000 parts per million (ppm) total halogens (in most cases) 
 Oils mixed with hazardous waste 
 Wastewater containing small amounts of used oil 
 Oils containing 5 ppm polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) or greater 
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 Oily wastes that are not used oil 
 Oily wastewaters that are not used oil 
 Tank bottoms 
 Used oil processing bottoms 
 Used oil re-refining distillation bottoms 
 Cooking oils (edible) 
 Edible oils that are used for industrial purposes and that do not exhibit a hazardous 

characteristic 
 

Used Oil Management 

Used oil must be managed as a hazardous waste in California, unless it is shown to meet one 
of the specifications for recycled oil in Health and Safety Code Section 25250.1(b) or qualifies 
for a recycling exclusion under Health and Safety Code Section 25143.2. In most instances, 
this means that the generator will contract with a registered hazardous waste transporter to 
have the used oil picked up within the appropriate accumulation period. The accumulation 
period is 90 days for large quantity generators or 180 days for generators of less than 2200 
lbs. of hazardous waste per month (270 days if the generator sends the oil to a used oil facility 
that is more than 200 miles away) (Ref. Health and Safety Code Section 66262.34.) The 
transporter must take the oil to an authorized used oil storage or treatment facility. Among the 
facilities are used oil recycling operations where the used oil is processed into recycled oil or 
re-refined into high-class lubricant. Mixing of hazardous waste, including household 
hazardous waste, with used oil is prohibited. 
 

H-4d. Used Oil Generator Requirements 

Persons or businesses generating used oil are required to meet all used oil generator 
requirements. Used oil collection centers must meet the same requirements (Ref. Health and 
Safety Code Section 66279.20 66269.21). Householders who change their own oil (do-it-
yourselfers) are exempted from regulation as used oil generators. They must, however, 
manage their used oil appropriately (e.g., by taking it to a used oil collection center, etc., and 
never disposing of it to land, water, storm drains, etc.). Householders are allowed to transport 
their own used oil to a used oil collection center or to a used oil recycling facility if specified 
conditions are met. These conditions are described below under the section “Transportation of 
Used Oil” and in Health and Safety Code Section 25250.11. 
 
An EPA Identification Number issued by the California State Department of Toxic Substances 
Control (DTSC) is required for each site where used oil is stored. A generator who stores used 
oil at two places in the same site needs only one EPA Identification Number. There is one 
exception to this requirement. Generators of 100 kilograms or less of hazardous waste per 
month (including used oil) who ship used oil under a modified manifest (Ref. Health and Safety 
Code Section 25250.8) are not required to obtain an EPA Identification Number. 

 

Used oil must be stored in tanks or containers in good condition. Tanks and containers must 
be made of non- earthen, non-absorbing, rust-resistant material such as steel or oil-resistant 
plastic, and have adequate structural support to contain the used oil. Good condition means 
no severe rusting, no apparent structural defects or deterioration, and no leaking. All 
containers must have tight-fitting lids that are kept closed except when used oil is being 
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added or removed. Regular inspections and routine maintenance of all storage tanks and 
containers are required. Faulty tanks and containers must be repaired or replaced. 
 
Secondary containment is required for storage tanks. This is a backup containment system 
designed to prevent the release and migration of wastes or accumulated liquids out of a 
storage tank or a storage tank system. Examples of secondary containment systems include 
an impervious bermed area or liner, a vault, or a double-walled tank. 
 
Above-ground storage tanks and containers accumulating used oil, and fill pipes used to 
transfer used oil into underground storage tanks must be labeled with the words “USED OIL-
HAZARDOUS WASTE,” and the initial date of accumulation. In addition, containers must be 
labeled with the name and address of the generator. For shipping, containers must also be 
labeled as follows: “HAZARDOUS WASTE - State and Federal Law Prohibit Improper 
Disposal. If found, contact the nearest police or public safety authority, the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency or the California Department of Health Services.” Labeling must also 
include the following information: 

 Generator’s name and address 
 Proper Department of Transportation (DOT) shipping name 
 Generator’s EPA Identification Number 
 Uniform Hazardous Waste Manifest number and the shipping identification number 

 

H-4e. Transporting Used Oil 

In general, California law requires that a registered hazardous waste transporter transport used 
oil. However, there are a few instances in which the use of a registered hazardous waste 
transporter is not required. These are as follows: Householders and conditionally exempt small 
quantity generators are allowed to transport up to 20 gallons of used oil per trip to an authorized 
used oil collection center if the oil is carried in containers that hold 5 gallons or less and 
specified conditions are met. Authorized used oil collection centers include certified used oil 
collection centers (Ref. Public Resources Code Section 48622), recycle-only household 
hazardous waste collection facilities, or collection facilities operating pursuant to Health and 
Safety Code Section 25250.11. If specified conditions are met, mobile maintenance operations 
(see below) may transport up to 55 gallons of used oil in any one vehicle at any one time from 
an off-site location to a consolidation point. When used oil is transported by a registered 
hazardous waste transporter, either a full hazardous waste manifest or a modified hazardous 
waste manifest must be used. 
 
When a modified hazardous waste manifest is used, the driver is required to provide the 
generator (at the time of used oil pickup) with a legible copy of a receipt for each quantity of 
used oil received. The generator must maintain these receipts for 3 years. Each receipt must 
contain the following information: 

 Generator’s name, address, EPA Identification Number (if applicable) and telephone 
number. 
 madeleine@got.net 

 

H-4f. Mobile Maintenance Operations (Ref. Health and Safety Code Section HSC 
25250.12) 

Maintenance businesses that generate used oil in the performance of routine maintenance 

mailto:madeleine@got.net
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operations at off- site locations are subject to special requirements. Such businesses 
include off-site heavy equipment operations (e.g., construction vehicle fleets) and mobile oil-
changing businesses providing oil changes for personal and business vehicles at the 
customer’s location. The following requirements apply: 

 The owner/operator of the mobile maintenance business must have a point of 
consolidation for the used oil. The point of consolidation can be either at the 
maintenance business location or at a separate location owned by another 
person, such as a service station. 

 The maintenance business must have an EPA ID number. When a separate location 
is used for consolidation, both the maintenance business and the separate location 
must have EPA ID numbers. 
 The point of consolidation must be at a non-residential location. 
 The transport vehicle must be owned by the business or by an employee of the 

business. 
 The business is not required to register as a hazardous waste transporter as long as 

they transport no more than 55 gallons of used oil from off-site location(s) to the point 
of consolidation at any one time. 
 The used oil is deemed to be generated at the point of consolidation upon 

consolidation. 
 The used oil must be handled and stored at the point of consolidation in 

accordance with all applicable hazardous waste laws. 
 The consolidated used oil must be transported by a registered hazardous waste 

transporter from the point of consolidation to a permitted used oil recycling facility. 
 

H-4g. Miscellaneous 

It is unlawful to dispose of used oil on land, to sewers and other water systems, or to burn 
used oil as a fuel or by incineration, including in space heaters and similar devices. The use 
of used oil as a dust suppressant (road oiling) or for insect or weed control is prohibited (Ref. 
Health and Safety Code Section 25250.5). 
 
Generators of used oil who also operate used oil collection centers, such as service 
stations, are advised to not mix the used oil generated in their business with the used oil 
from the collection center. 

 

Managing Used Oil Filters 

Used oil filters may exhibit hazardous characteristics for lead, other heavy metals and oil-
based compounds. Used oil filters must either be managed as hazardous waste, or in 
accordance with the requirements found in the DTSC regulations. These requirements 
are directed primarily at non-household generators of used oil filters, such as businesses 
and used oil collection centers. Used oil 
filters not managed as described herein must be managed as fully regulated hazardous waste. 
Disposal of used oil filters in trashcans and at sanitary landfills is prohibited. Fuel filters, 
including fuel dispenser and diesel fuel filters, are not used oil filters and may not be managed 
in the same manner as used oil filters. The following list is a summary of the management 
requirements for used oil filters. 
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Used oil filters must be: 
 Drained of all free-flowing oil. 
 Properly contained, labeled and stored. 
 Stored without exceeding allowed time limits. 
 Transported to an allowed destination for purposes of metal reclamation. 
 Transported under a bill of lading with a copy kept by the generator for three years. 

All used oil removed from the filters must be managed in accordance with all applicable 
requirements of Health and Safety Code Article 13, Chapter 6.5, Division 20 and 22 CCR 
Section 66279. 

 

Draining - Used oil filters must be drained of all free flowing used oil. “Free-flowing used oil,” 
means a continuous stream of used oil from the filter when it is inverted. Used oil flowing 
drop-by-drop is not considered to be free flowing. If the filter is equipped with a flapper valve 
or other device that impedes the drainage of used oil from the filter, that device must be 
manipulated to allow the used oil to leave freely. Properly drained oil filters may be punctured, 
crushed, opened, further drained or otherwise handled if the purpose of the treatment is to 
prepare the filters for recycling. The treatment does not require a DTSC permit. The generator 
must properly manage all used oil and other residues generated from the treatment of the 
filters. 

 

Containers - Businesses or public agencies that accept used oil filters from householders 
must place the filters in containers upon acceptance to capture all used oil that separates from 
the filters. Upon reaching a location where proper drainage is practical, the filters must be 
contained as described below, and any used oil drained from the filters managed in 
accordance with all applicable requirements. 

• The drained filters must be contained in rainproof, non-leaking containers with tightly 
sealed lids. 

• The container must be labeled “Drained Used Oil Filters” and the initial 
date of accumulation or receipt marked on each container. 

• The initial date of accumulation is the date when the first filter is placed in the 
container, or the date when a full or partially full container of filters is received at a 
second location. 

 

Storage - Up to one ton of used oil filters may be stored for a period of up to one year, 
unless the storage facility has a hazardous waste permit authorizing longer storage of used 
oil filters. Storage of one ton or more of used oil filters is limited to 180 days, unless the 
storage facility has a hazardous waste permit authorizing longer storage of used oil filters. 

 

Allowed Destinations - The only allowed destinations for used oil filters are:  
 To a smelter or scrap metal processor where used oil filters are recycled. 
 To a municipal solid waste incinerator for energy recovery if the residual casings 

are subsequently transferred to a smelter or scrap metal processor for recycling. 
 To a storage or consolidation facility that subsequently transfers the filters 

to a smelter, scrap metal processor or municipal solid waste incinerator as 
described above. 
 To an authorized hazardous waste facility. 
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Transportation - Only properly-drained filters may be transported. The containers must be 
tightly-sealed during transportation to prevent any spillage of used oil. The containers must be 
well secured 
in the transport vehicle to prevent movement or tipping during transportation. A bill of lading 
must accompany each shipment of used oil filters, and must contain the following 
information: 

• Generator’s name, address, and telephone number of the generator 
• Transporter’s name, address, and telephone number of the transporter 
• Name, address and telephone number of the receiving smelter, scrap metal 

processor, municipal solid waste incinerator, or storage or consolidation facility 
• Quantity and size of the containers in the shipment 
• Date of transportation 

A copy of each bill of lading must be maintained by the transporter, generator and 
receiving facility for 3 years. 
 
Questions about the information provided above may be directed to the DTSC Public and 
Business Liaisons (Duty Officers) at 800-728-6942.  Further information may be obtained via 
the DTSC’s website — http://www.dtsc.ca.gov — click on Frequently Asked Questions, and 
follow the Duty Officer link to the page listing Duty Officers’ email addresses 
http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/oea/duty_officers/about.html.) 
 

H-4h. Authorized Used Oil Collection Center 

For specific locations of authorized used oil collection centers contact Salinas Valley Solid 
Waste Authority at (831) 755-1300 or http://www.SVSWA.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/
http://www.dtsc.ca.gov/oea/duty_officers/about.html.)
http://www.svswa.org/
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