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CITY MANAGER  

Town Hall on Crime, Sidewalks, and Roads on January 4, 2017 – Salinas 

residents are invited to a January 4th town hall meeting with Mayor Joe 

Gunter; Adele Fresé, the new Chief of the Salinas Police Department; and Public 

Works Director Gary Petersen. The focus of the gathering will be the opportunity 

to meet the new police chief. There will also be a discussion about crime, sidewalks, 

and roads. Residents are invited to bring any questions they have. 

"This is a great opportunity for the community to meet our new public safety 

official and hear from Chief Fresé, what her goals and plans are for community 

policing," said Mayor Gunter. "We also want input from the community about 

roads and sidewalks. Public Works Director Gary Petersen will be at the meeting 

to answer questions regarding those concerns." 

The meeting will be from 6:00pm-8:00pm at Sherwood Hall located at 940 North 

Main Street in Salinas. Spanish interpretation, refreshments, and childcare will be 

offered. 

POLICE  

Deputy Chief Dan Perez Retiring After 32 Years in Law 

Enforcement – After 32 years in law enforcement, 25 of 

which were with the Salinas Police Department, Deputy Chief 

Dan Perez is retiring. City staff and members of the 

community gathered on December 29th for his final briefing 

in honor of his service. Chief Shaw joined the Salinas Police 

Department in February 1992. He had several assignments 
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throughout his career and was promoted to Deputy Chief in 2013. At the time of 

his retirement, he was the Investigations Division Chief. 

In addition to his long career in law 

enforcement, he has been very active 

within the community. He has 

volunteered his time towards 

programs and committees such as 

explorers and school yearbook 

committees, as well as youth and high 

school football, basketball, and 

baseball programs.  He has also served on the board of directors of three local non-

profit agencies – The Salinas Police Activities League (PAL), Sun Street Centers, and 

Second Chance Youth and Family Services.   

Congratulations Chief Perez and thank you for your service! 

     
      Deputy Chief Perez & Chief Fresé           Deputy Chief Perez shaking hands with            Deputy Chief Perez & Sergeant Ramsden 
                                                                                    Officer Danny Garcia while Salinas Police 
                                                                                     forms a detail in honor of his retirement 
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COMMUNITY SAFETY  

Community Safety Division Organizes Holiday Adopt-A-Family for Street 

Outreach Clients and Their Families – The Street Outreach Team currently 

serves ten youths who are at high risk of being a victim or perpetrator of violence. 

The team connects clients and their families with wrap-around services through 

the Cross Functional Team made up of Community Alliance for Safety and Peace 

partners. For the holidays, the team sought donations to provide gifts and Holiday 

dinners for each of the clients and their families. Thanks to a generous donation 

from a local business, we were able to provide gifts that meet many of the basic 

needs of our clients and their families. Ten families numbering over fifty people 

(mostly children) were served. 

 
Community Safety Assistant Julia Nix & Community Safety Division Office 

Assistant Rebeca Vargas wrapping gifts to give to the families  
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LIBRARY AND COMMUNITY SERVICES  

Saturday Night Teen Program Pozole Dinner – The 4th Annual Teen Pozole 

Dinner was held on Saturday, December 17th from 6-10 PM at the Bread Box 

Recreation Center.  Youth from Hebbron and the Firehouse Recreation Center 

were transported to the Bread Box to join in all the fun.  Over 100 youth attended 

and participated in holiday themed arts & crafts and took pictures in an inflatable 

snow globe.  One of the highlights of the night was a visit from Santa who came 

bearing gifts and took time to visit with our youth. 

 

Councilmember Gloria De La Rosa, her husband Leo De La Rosa, and community volunteers 

Hebbron Family Center Holiday Celebration – The Hebbron Family Center 

Holiday Celebration was held on Monday, December 

19th.  Over 200 people were in attendance.  All children 

received a gift from Santa thanks to Mayor Gunter, City 

employees, and Salinas Police Activities League 
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(PAL)/Firefighters.  We would like to thank our donors for the event as well.  SUBA 

provided hot chocolate and pan dulce and Precision Auto Body donated the 

Christmas Tree and all the trimmings for our giveaway at the end of the evening.  

  
Councilmember Gloria De La Rosa and children and families at the Hebbron Family Holiday Celebration  

Toys from the Salinas Fire Department – The Salinas City Fire 

Department Association generously donated 350 toys to families 

in the Literacy Programs at Salinas Public Library.  Last week, over 

50 children attending the Homework Center at Cesar Chavez 

Library received toys. 

We had a special visit from Librarian Cassandra, who didn’t come 

in on a reindeer, but came in on our very own Paletero cart singing 

“Feliz Navidad” and shouting out “books, books!”  Other gifts were 

distributed to needy families during family playgroups and story 

time. 
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Snow Day at Cesar Chavez Library a 

Huge Success – The lines wrapped 

around the parking lot with more than 

a thousand Salinas residents waiting 

patiently for their chance to enjoy the 

fresh snow at the Cesar Chavez Library 

last Wednesday, December 28th.   

Children of various ages delighted in making snow balls, and throwing them at 

their friends.  It was the biggest turn out yet for this annual event, which is funded 

in part through local grants.  When children were not in the “snow pen,” they were 

in the Building Healthy Communities room engaged in craft activities.  There were 

stations to make snowmen out of marshmallows, decorate cookies, play holiday 

Bingo, color Ninja Warrior bookmarks, and sip hot chocolate.   
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Salinas Public Library Invites Community Input on El Gabilan Library 

Redesign – The turnout for the first community forum meeting on Saturday, 

December 3rd was strong, and residents from all walks of life were very engaged 

and thoughtful about what they want to see in a new El Gabilan Library.  A new 

online survey with versions in English and Spanish is now available on a newly 

created webpage dedicated to updates about the new library.  Paper copies of the 

survey will also be available in the City’s three libraries. The next community forum 

is scheduled for March 23, 2017.   

Additional information can be found at:   

http://www.cityofsalinas.org/our-city-services/library/el-gabilan-library-project 

 
Jason Hull from Anderson Brulé Architects, Inc.  & Deputy Librarian Eric Howard 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  

Community Development Kicks Off Chinatown Revitalization Plan Efforts – 

On December 5, 2016, the Community Development Department, in conjunction 

with neighborhood stakeholders, organized the Chinatown Revitalization Plan 

kick-off to showcase the neighborhood’s assets and cultural history. The event was 

http://www.cityofsalinas.org/our-city-services/library/el-gabilan-library-project
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composed of two elements, a walking tour and a casual discussion about the 

planning effort. Over 30 people attended the kick-off event which had participation 

from the City and MIG staff, the principal planning consultant, as well as 

community stakeholders. A special thanks to Dorothy’s Kitchen and the Chinatown 

Health Services Center for allowing the City to use their facilities to host the event. 

Dorothy’s Kitchen also provided refreshments. Next steps include the creation of 

an existing conditions report and the formation of a steering committee. 

 
Community members, service providers, and staff talk in the Chinatown Community Garden 

City Funds MCHOME Homeless Services Through Emergency Solutions Grant 

– As part of its commitment to fighting homelessness, the City of Salinas utilized a 

portion of its fiscal year 2015-16 Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) in the amount 

of $53,000 to fund Interim Inc. for a program called MCHOME Homeless Services. 

The MCHOME program provides outreach to homeless adults with mental illness 

and supportive housing with intensive, integrated services. Their goal is to move 

homeless adults with mental illness off the streets and into housing and treatment. 
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Counselors reach out to approximately 100 homeless adults each year to reduce 

the number of mentally ill homeless adults living on the streets in Salinas and 

throughout Monterey County. 

Through the City’s fiscal year 2015-16 ESG funding 

allocation, MCHOME was able to outreach with 46 

homeless individuals, connect 42 individuals to 

services such as General Assistance and Food 

Stamps, and provide access to primary care 

physicians. There were 27 unduplicated homeless clients that were placed into 

motels for a total of 456 nights and 12 homeless individuals enrolled into the 

MCHOME program for further intensive case management services such as 

psychiatric services and access to psychotropic medications. There were 6 out of 

the 12 clients who enrolled into the MCHOME program that found housing in a 

shelter, transitional housing, or permanent supportive housing.  

City Partners with Stanford Students to Develop Housing Inventory for 

Sustainable Cities Course – Developing survey methodology for assessing the 

exterior physical condition of residential structures in East Salinas will be the focus 

of a team of 3-4 Stanford students enrolled in a 10-week service learning course 

titled Sustainable Cities.  City staff have worked with course instructor, Deland 

Chan, to develop a capstone project that will create and test survey methodology 

that will enable the City to collect information regarding external housing 

conditions at the parcel level.  Students will test the methodology on public housing 

development in East Salinas.  Having this data will assist the community with the 

preparation of the Alisal Vibrancy Plan and the City with making informed housing 
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policy decisions.   Having data to support existing housing conditions will also help 

make the City competitive for national grants and other funding opportunities. 

In addition to developing and testing the survey methodology, students will 

develop training materials to enable community volunteers to survey all 

residential parcels in East Salinas.  They will also write a report that will include a 

map, inventory results, and best sustainable housing practices, as well as an 

analysis determining if the condition of public housing would qualify for a Choice 

Neighborhoods Implementation Grant.  The report is to be submitted mid-March 

2017. 

 

cc:  City Counc i l  and Department  Directors  via e -mail  


