Salinas City Manager’s Newsletter: January 27, 2017

POLICE
Salinas Welcomes 6 New Faces to the Salinas Police Department – Salinas
Police Department is proud to welcome 6 new faces to the Salinas Police
Department (SPD) (see Attachment 1). Please join us in welcoming them to SPD!
FIRE
Firefighters help Neighboring Agency – At 10:30pm on January 17th, Salinas
Fire Department was requested to assist the Monterey County Regional Fire
Protection District to a large structure fire on Foster Road, south of the City of
Salinas. Due to the size of the building, three engine companies and one truck
company were utilized on scene for several hours. Fortunately, no firefighters
were injured, but the structure sustained major damage. During this incident,
additional mutual aid was called into the City from Cal-Fire to cover ongoing
emergencies. Several times each week, Salinas Fire uses mutual aid from our
neighboring partners and it is always rewarding to give back when needed.
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Salinas Fire Department Welcomes New Faces to the Team – Please join the
City of Salinas in welcoming the newest members of the Salinas Fire Department
(SFD) (see Attachment 2)!
Firefighters Build New Dining Table for
Firehouse – The assigned crews at Fire
Station 5, which is undergoing renovations,
worked hard over the last few months and
designed/built a new dining room table for
the Station to now house 7 personnel on a
daily basis.
Pictured above is the new table showcasing the companies assigned to the Station;
Engine 5 and Truck 2. Chief Rodriguez reports the building is still under
construction, and it is estimated another month or so for completions. A
celebration and dedication of the new Station will be held in the future once all
work has been completed.
New Haz/Mat Response Vehicle Almost
Completed – In late 2014, the City of Salinas
was awarded a grant through the Urban
Area Security Initiative (UASI) of the great
Bay Area of over 247,000 to help purchase a
new Type I Emergency Haz/Mat Response
Vehicle, with matching funds coming
through the passage of Measure G. The new vehicle is pictured during the final
inspection before delivery commences at the manufacturers plant in Colorado.
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“The new vehicle will be a great asset to the community and showcases the
partnership with grant authorities that the SFD has built over the years,”
commented Chief Rodriguez. It is estimated that the vehicle will be placed into
service in early March of 2017.
LIBRARY AND COMMUNITY SERVICES
Raising a Reader Literacy Program – Library staff just
finished a six-week "I am Raising a Reader" holiday session
intended to build a nurturing home environment that
fosters a love of reading. This was a pilot program that
included “Ready Rosie,” a digital program that sends
families tips and reminders on reading practices to their cell
phone and sends kid-friendly newsletters to the homes of
participating children. The mother of Anabel Cortez,
pictured to the left, had this to say about the program:
“Muchísimas gracias por todas las ideas. Las he practicado y le han ayudado a mi
hija, pero más importante la relación que hay entre ellas y yo. A ellas les gusta que
yo les lea en español. ¡Gracias!”
“Thank you so much for all the ideas. I have practiced
them and they have helped my daughter, but more
importantly the relationship between us. They like me
to read to them in Spanish. Thank you!”
Library Receives Grant from California State Library Literacy Services – On
January 10th, the City Council accepted the California State Library Literacy
Services Grant Award of $84,132 for the continuation of the library’s adult and
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family literacy programs. This funding has helped sustain the library’s literacy
programs for nearly twenty years and allows the library to offer individualized and
small group tutoring for adults who want to learn how to read; to learn basic
computer skills and workforce readiness; and to prepare for the High School
Equivalency examination. The adult program supports family literacy skills,
including bilingual story time and providing free books to help families build home
libraries.
Digital NEST – The library announced
last month a new pilot program with
Digital NEST to provide a technology
workspace at Cesar Chavez Library for
youth and young adults ages 12-24 that
will include free access to computers,
software, Wi-Fi, and a full range of state-of-the-art digital tools and classes.
Modeled after successful tech companies that inspire creativity and innovation,
Digital NEST will introduce local youth to computer coding and other professional
skills.
PUBLIC WORKS
New Restaurant at the Salinas Airport – When you think of the Salinas Municipal
Airport, typically you reminisce over the sounds of jet engines roaring through the
sky and aircraft tumbling through the air during the California International
Airshow. However, as of Tuesday, January 17, 2017, visitors to the airport have had
something new to reminisce over; The Flying Artichoke – a brand new restaurant
that will be the newest roar throughout town.
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Owner/Operator Jonathan Saguil and Chef Shawn
Samaniego (pictured to the left) have come together to
focus on local cuisine, but there is a twist; the Saguil
Family are the masterminds behind the Choke Coach, an
artichoke-centric food truck where deep fried artichokes
are battered and fried in love. Patrons are able to have all
of the basics (soups, salads, burgers and tacos), but Chef
Shawn takes the flavor pallet to the next level.
The restaurant is getting some major upgrades: new floor, paint, lighting, cable
television, and many other amenities that are perfect for a quick lunch, business
meetings, pop-up dinners, and special events. The restaurant, which enjoys a full
bar, will be open 8am-3pm daily to start, and will also be available for special
functions.
Residents Celebrate Neighborhood Traffic Calming on Nacional Street – The
City of Salinas and neighbors of Nacional Street celebrated the completion of
improvements to calm speeds on Nacional Street at a neighborhood event held on
January 11, 2017, near the intersection of Nacional and San Clemente Avenue.
Councilmember Steve McShane was a guest speaker, and the event recognized the
neighborhood’s work, perseverance, and collaboration with the City in order to
accomplish improvements on their street.
Neighbors have worked with the City to change the behavior of those who drive
too fast on their residential street. The neighbors embarked on a “Streets Smarts”
traffic safety education campaign using lawn signs at each home to encourage
slower speeds. “The community effort was fantastic,” said Mayor Gunter.
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Taking advantage of the City’s Neighborhood Grants program, the neighbors
matched grant funds with their own to contribute towards the installation of a
radar speed feedback sign on their street that would let drivers know how fast they
were driving. The City of Salinas responded to provide an additional radar speed
feedback sign and street striping to narrow the travel lanes throughout the length
of Nacional Street.
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Interior Remodel to Transform Old JCPenny – Plans for the remodel of the old
JCPenney in the Northridge Mall are under review. The project will join the north
side common area with the south side common area by creating a brand new twostory atrium and will include at least a dozen new tenant spaces. Additionally, the
mall is remodeling all of the public restrooms for compliance with ADA regulations
and providing all new flooring within the South Wing – all the way to Sears. The
second floor of the former JCP site will be structurally reinforced to address the
requirements of a soon-to-be tenant who is slated to take over the entire second
floor. The new exterior façade facing North Main will be redone providing a
striking visual impact that is included within the project. All work is slated to be
completed by Veterans Day of 2017.
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Haciendas Phase III – Haciendas Project Phase III has been approved for permit
issuance. This project constructed by the Monterey County Housing Authority will
provide 50 new affordable units, including nine using HOME funds from the City,
open space, playgrounds, and a small commercial area off Tom O Wong Way. A first
for Salinas, the project is slated to be constructed as a Manufactured Housing
Project. The entire structure will be built on a trailer in another state and will be
trucked to the site where the entirely finished units will be bolted to each other.

City Brings on Urban Initiatives to Assist with Chinatown Plan – The City of
Salinas Community Development Department hired Joe Colletti, PhD, Director of
Fuller’s Office for Urban Initiatives (UI), to provide services to assist the City in
reducing homelessness as part of the Chinatown Revitalization Study. Joe Colletti
has worked with many cities and counties in Southern California to end
homelessness and has helped develop and implement many local jurisdictional
plans and programs that have resulted in thousands of homeless people exiting
their state of homelessness. He has founded community coalitions and written
grants and wards for HUD programs, HUD Continuum of Care Homeless
Assistance, and private foundation grants.
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The Urban Initiatives team includes Joe Colletti and Dr. Sofia Herrera, research
assistant professor at Fuller’s Graduate School of Psychology and associate
director of UI. They have collaborated successfully to complete 40 communitybased assessments for local governments and private organizations throughout
California. UI’s work will run in conjunction with the main Revitalization Plan for
Chinatown that will primarily be completed with MIG, local stakeholders, and
community organizations. The City will be hosting an informal kickoff with Urban
Initiative’s on February 13.

cc:

Ci t y C ou nc i l an d D e pa r tm ent D ir ec t ors vi a e - m ail
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Salinas Police Department New Hires

Kameolynn Dela Cuadra
Word Processing Operator

Angelique Torrecillas
Police Services Technician

Peter Magallon, Police Officer

Kyana Rivera, Animal Care Worker (photo not available)

Sidhartha (Sid) Raj
Police Recruit

Ruby Alvarez, Police Officer

Salinas Fire Training Academy
Class 1-17 Biographies
Salinas Fire Training Division
Fire Recruit Devin Kile
Prior to coming to Salinas Fire, Devin was a Helitack Firefighter with
Cal Fire and served for nearly a decade. Devin also attended the MPC
Fire Academy. His family lives in Spreckels. Devin looks forward to his
career as a Salinas Firefighter.

Fire Recruit Rick Magno
Rick has been a member of the Monterey County fire service for years.
He has served in North County, Spreckels, and most recently Greenfield.
Rick is a family man who lives in Spreckels. He is excited to begin his
career as a Salinas Firefighter and looks forward to serving our
community.

Fire Recruit Tim Makanani
Tim is a longtime Salinas resident. He attended the MPC Fire Academy and
worked several seasons as a Cal Fire Seasonal Firefighter. Tim’s family is
excited for his new career as a Salinas Firefighter.

Salinas Fire Training Division
CLASS 1-16 RECRUIT BIOS
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Salinas Fire Training Academy
Class 1-17 Biographies
Salinas Fire Training Division

Fire Recruit Matt Nitenson
Matt served as a paramedic with the ambulance service for
several years in Monterey County. He lives with wife and
child in Monterey. Matt’s family is very proud of his
accomplishment in becoming a Salinas Firefighter.

Fire Recruit Zach Piñol
Zach served on an ambulance as a paramedic and is from the
Manteca area. He is a family man with a wife and two small
children. Zach’s family is excited about his new career with the
Salinas Fire Department!

Fire Recruit Travis Simpson
Travis lives in Santa Cruz and is a Monterey County Paramedic.
He most recently served as a Reserve Firefighter in Seaside.
Travis looks forward to getting back out in the field as a Salinas
Firefighter.

Salinas Fire Training Division
CLASS 1-16 RECRUIT BIOS
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Class 1-17 Biographies
Salinas Fire Training Division

Fire Recruit Sean Valenzuela
Sean is 23 years old and hails from Watsonville. He has
worked as a Monterey County Paramedic for several years.
He looks forward to his new career as a Salinas Firefighter.

Salinas Fire Training Division
CLASS 1-16 RECRUIT BIOS
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