
NOTICE OF FINDING OF NO SIGNFICANT IMPACT AND  

NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS 

 

 

January 17, 2017 

 

City of Salinas 

 

65 W. Alisal St, 2nd Floor, Housing Division 

 

Salinas, CA 93901 

 

(831) 758-7489 

 

These notices shall satisfy two separate but related procedural requirements for activities to be undertaken by 

the City of Salinas.  

 

REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF FUNDS 

 

On or about January 27, 2017 the City of Salinas will submit a request to the HUD San Francisco Office for the 

release of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds, Title I of the Housing and Community 

Development Act of 1974, as amended, and under Section 58.36 of the National Environmental Policy Act, to 

undertake a project known as 21 Soledad Street Housing Community, located on 21 Soledad Street (APN #s:  

002-191-018, 019, 020, 021, 023, 024, 028, 029), Salinas, CA 93901. The City of Salinas is planning to include 

a possible combination of HOME, CDBG, and CDBG Section 108 funding from FY 2017-18 and/or FY 2018-

19 in the amount of 2,300,000.00 dollars for the purpose of constructing a 90-unit SRO development, including 

the first floor level which would be used as an art space, retail, office space and possible homeless services. An 

additional $400,000 of FY 2009-10, FY 2014-15, and FY 2015-16 CDBG funds are needed immediately for the 

removal of existing structure located on 17 and 19 Soledad Street to remediate soil contamination, which would 

not exceed the removal of five (5) feet of top soil, lead and asbestos abatement and any further environmental 

remediation that will be determined following Phase II of the Environmental Site Assessment, which could 

include vapor intrusion remediation. 

 

The proposed scope of work for 21 Soledad Street Housing Community Project includes the following:  

 

The proposed project is an infill development of a 4-story mixed use building to be built on eight (8) 

contiguous parcels (0.82 acres) on Soledad Street in the Chinatown neighborhood of Salinas, California.  

The proposed project will include commercial space and parking on the first floor and ninety (90) units 

of affordable housing from the 2nd to the 4th floor. The project proposes eighty-one (81) Single-Room 

Occupancy (SRO) units, four (4) one-bedroom units, and five (5) two-bedroom units.  

 

The first floor will also consist of covered off-street parking for 42 vehicles with commercial space 

along Soledad Street, artist spaces with a pedestrian court along the south, and support facilities.  The 

second floor will include a podium courtyard, common community space, and residential units.  The 

third and fourth floors will include additional residential units.  The exterior design will consist of 

cement plaster with corrugated steel siding with a metal roof.  The project includes “Cultural Heritage 

Elements”, such as Torii and Moon gates and balcony railings, so that it is compatible with the 

Chinatown neighborhood. The project includes a manager’s unit, residents room, storage facilities, 

library, and interior community space.   

 

The project is being developed as part of the redevelopment and revitalization of the Chinatown 

Neighborhood, which is located across the railroad tracks from downtown Salinas.  The project will be 



constructed in compliance with Sec. 37-50.270. – SRO housing standards, of the City of Salinas 

Municipal Code.  Community amenities will include a community room, community kitchen, 

community garden, laundry facility, on-site managers’ office, computer room and a passive recreation 

area.  The proposed project also includes the construction of curbing, gutters, storm drains and sidewalks 

on Soledad Street, and Bridge Alley. The proposed project will consist of a single podium building with 

a ground floor containing parking and retail/commercial space, office space and artist studios with three 

stories of wood-framed housing above. The ninety (90) housing units will be arranged around a central 

courtyard on single-loaded corridors.  Two (2) elevators on the ground floor will serve all three (3) 

residential floors above the podium.  

 

In addition to the above described work, $400,000 of CDBG funds would be utilized to remediate the 

site of hazardous materials referenced in the Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA). 

Remediation will include soil removal to be determined by Phase II site investigations and could include 

the removal of several feet of topsoil. The site will also be backfilled with new, clean topsoil prior to the 

construction of the ninety (90) unit housing development. Additionally, one building, currently located 

at 17 and 19 Soledad Street will be demolished and cleared, and soil sampling and removal of any 

contaminated topsoil will also occur. This includes remediation of asbestos and lead that was found in 

the Phase I ESA. All remediation efforts will be included on this scope including any related 

remediation of the vapor intrusion barrier, lead and asbestos and soil removal. These are possible 

contaminants and the site will be remediated to gain a letter of “No Further Action” from the Monterey 

County Department of Environmental Health to clear the site for commercial and residential use. 

Additional site analysis, such as soil borings are exempt from NEPA, but will occur due to the nature of 

the improvements to clear the site of any hazardous materials. Additional structures that will be removed 

from the site, which includes the existing community garden, include a garden utility shed, greenhouse, 

gazebo wooden signage structures and art frames on parcels 5, 7, 9, and 11 Soledad St. will be removed. 

These structures were built in the past 5 years and pose no environmental threat to the soils or 

surrounding area. 

 

The proposed activities are subject to 24 CFR 58.36, Subpart E. The responsible entity, the City, in coordination 

with MidPen Housing Corporation, has conducted an Environmental Site Assessment Phase I, which was 

completed on September 22, 2016. An Environmental Site Assessment Phase II is in the process of being 

completed. The project is also subject to 24 CFR 50.4, 58.5, 58.6, and 40 CFR 1505.2(c) Laws and Authorities.  

 

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 

 

The City of Salinas has determined that the project will have no significant impact on the human environment.  

Although a Phase II Site Assessment is in process to correctly characterize the amount and type of soil 

contamination, a prior 2007 Phase I and Phase II Site Assessment determined that contaminated soils exist on 

the Project Site Area. Known contaminants include lead and asbestos and as part of this NEPA, the City is 

going to undertake the estimated remediation of $400,000 to remediate soils and demolish the existing building 

after proper lead and asbestos abatement are conducted.  Soil mitigation will be conducted for the purpose of 

building 90-units of housing on-site under conditions that meet the Monterey County Department of 

Environmental Health clearance. This NEPA contains all environmental clearance and the actual construction of 

the 90-unit SRO project. Therefore, an Environmental Impact Statement under the National Environmental 

Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) is not required.  Additional project information is contained in the Environmental 

Review Record (ERR) on file at 65 W Alisal Street, 2nd Floor, Housing Division, and may be examined or 

copied weekdays 8:00 A.M to 5:00 P.M.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

Any individual, group, or agency may submit written comments on the ERR to Luis Ochoa, Community 

Development Analyst at 65 W. Alisal St, 2nd Floor, Housing Division, Salinas, CA 93901 and/or by e-mail at 



luis.ochoa@ci.salinas.ca.us. All comments received by January 27, 2017 will be considered by the City of 

Salinas prior to authorizing submission of a request for release of funds. Comments should specify which 

Notice they are addressing. 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICATION 

 

The City of Salinas certifies to HUD that Anastacia Wyatt in her capacity as Planning Manager consents to 

accept the jurisdiction of the Federal Courts if an action is brought to enforce responsibilities in relation to the 

environmental review process and that these responsibilities have been satisfied.  HUD’s approval of the 

certification satisfies its responsibilities under NEPA and related laws and authorities and allows the City of 

Salinas to use Program funds. 

 

OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS 

 

HUD will accept objections to its release of fund and the City of Salinas certification for a period of fifteen days 

following the anticipated submission date or its actual receipt of the request (whichever is later) only if they are 

on one of the following bases: (a) the certification was not executed by the Certifying Officer of the City of 

Salinas; (b) the City of Salinas has omitted a step or failed to make a decision or finding required by HUD 

regulations at 24 CFR part 58; (c) the grant recipient or other participants in the development process have 

committed funds, incurred costs or undertaken activities not authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 before approval of a 

release of funds by HUD; or (d) another Federal agency acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted a 

written finding that the project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environmental quality.  Objections must 

be prepared and submitted in accordance with the required procedures (24 CFR Part 58, Sec. 58.76) and shall be 

addressed to HUD, Community Planning and Development (CPD), at 1 Sansome Street, Suite 1200, San 

Francisco CA 94104-4430. Potential objectors should contact HUD to verify the actual last day of the objection 

period. 

 

 

Anastacia Wyatt 

Planning Manager 

Community Development Department    


