
There are limitations on the use and 
placement of LID BMPs.  These 
limitations are contained within Section 
1.5.6 “Restrictions” and some notable 
restrictions are as follows:  
  
1. Storm water infiltration practices must not be 
used in drainage areas that include industrial or 
commercial sites with outdoor storage of 
materials and/or chemicals.  

2. Unless it can be demonstrated that existing 
site soils have infiltration rates that are 0.5 
inches/hour or greater, under drain systems or 
equivalent will be required to adequately drain 
storm water infiltration practices.  

3. There must be a designed separation of 5 feet 
between the bottom of a proposed indirect 
storm water infiltration practice and the 
seasonally high groundwater level.  

4. There must be a designed separation of 10 
feet between the bottom of a proposed direct 
storm water infiltration practice and the 
seasonally high groundwater level.  

5. Indirect storm water infiltration practices 
must be located at least 100 feet from drinking 
water supply wells.  

6. Direct storm water infiltration practices must 
be located at least 150 feet from drinking water 
supply wells.  

7. All storm water infiltration practices must be 
located at least 500 feet from underground 
storage tanks (UST’s) and areas of known 
groundwater contamination, such as the Leaking 
Underground Fuel Tank (LUFT) sites.  

8. No connection to the sanitary sewer for storm 
water discharge shall be made without the 
express written permission of the Monterey 
Regional Water Pollution Control Agency.  
 

Capture of storm water for greater than 72 hours 

shall be avoided due to potential vectors. 

Unless you plan early, applying expensive 
structural methods such as underground 

retention chambers, tree filters and utilizing 
permeable pavements with sub-drains may 

be your only recourse. 
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NOTE: 

This brochure has been prepared to help 
Engineers, Architects, Geologists, 
Planners, Designers, Developers and 
residents in their preparation of 
development plans and reports to be 
submitted for review by the Permit 
Center staff.  This brochure is intended 
to provide an introduction to the Salinas 
SWDS, which can be found at 
www.ci.salinas.ca.us/services/engineering/en
gineering.cfm.     

The City of Salinas was issued a Storm 
Water Permit by the Regional Water 
Quality Control Board.  This permit 
requires all development to conform to 
LID standards, maximize the use of Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) to filter 
storm runoff and to limit runoff from 
development to the pre-development case.  
The standards required to conform to the 
Permit are contained in the Salinas SWDS.  

Section 1 of the SWDS “City of Salinas 
Requirements” explains the SWDS and 
appurtenant standards and permits.  While 
all projects are required to minimize 
impervious surfaces, directly connected 
impervious surfaces (i.e. downspouts 
connected directly to storm drains), treat 
storm water and design efficient 
landscaping to reduce runoff, irrigation 
and promote surface infiltration, Section 
1.4.1 “Applicability” specifically outlines 
those projects which must comply with the 

design, construction and maintenance 
process requirements of the SWDS. 

Section 1.6 discusses the provision of a 
conceptual or Preliminary Storm Water 
Control Plan (PSWCP) which must be 
provided by all applicants qualifying under 
section 1.4.1 as part of the required 
submittals during the planning process.  
This document must be signed and 
stamped by a California licensed Civil 
Engineer or Landscape Architect and must 
contain the concept planned and 
preliminary design for the site to filter and 
detain/retain storm water to limit the 
runoff to the pre-development case.  An 
exhibit showing the planned development 
and location of BMPs as part of an 
Intergrated Management Plan (IMP) is 
required.  A final Storm Water Control 
Plan (SWCP) is required prior to approval 
of site plans and related development 
including an erosion and sediment control 
plan for under 1 acre disturbance and 
Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan if 
the project is over 1 acre of disturbance.  
Prior to final of the permit, the applicant 
must provide the City with a Maintenance 
Plan, Maintenance Declaration for 
Recordation and file a Notice of 
Termination (NOT) for the site.  

Preparation of the PSWCP should begin 
early in the design process.  The layout of 
the site should provide for inclusion of 
Structural BMPs such as Bio-Swales, Bio-
Retention, Filter Strips, minimizing direct 
connections and site fingerprinting such as 
locating those site soils that have the 
greatest potential for infiltration. A 

discussion of these concepts can be found 
in the SWDS in Section 2 “Low Impact 
Development (LID) and Storm Water 
Management Concepts and LID 
Planning” and specific BMPs for use in 
the IMP are discussed in Section 3 “LID 
and Integrated Management”.  It is 
critical to the design process that 
incorporation of LID BMPs is considered 
when the site is laid out.  A topographic 
survey is required to determine which way 
the property currently drains and a 
geotechnical investigation to determine the 
properties of the on site soils and the 
location of the on site soils which are best 
suited for infiltration.  Modification of the 
site permeability, time of concentration of 
storm runoff and magnitude of runoff is 
called “Hydro-modification”. With both a 
topographic survey and geotechnical 
investigation, the existing rate of runoff 
from the site can be determined and 
mimicked post development to minimize 
downstream/site impacts and the effects 
of hydro-modification. 

The numerical design considerations are 
contained in SWDS Section 4 “Storm 
Water Design Considerations” and 
Section 5 “Storm Drain and Flood 
Control Design”.  Please note that under 
Section 5.6.3 there is a process that may be 
used if the site is tributary to the 
Reclamation Ditch and tributary bodies of 
water where the storm water runoff 
detention requirement may be waived if it 
might exacerbate existing drainage 
problems.  A letter of confirmation from 
the Monterey County Water Resources 
Agency (MCWRA) must be obtained. 


