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Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon:
Salinas Activates New Crosswalk Technology

Salinas, CA -- The intersection of N. Sanborn Rd. and Buckhorn Dr. has a new crosswalk technology for the
City of Salinas known as a Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon (PHB). What makes a PHB different from other
flashing light crosswalks in the City is the sequence of traffic control lights to slow and stop traffic before
pedestrians are given the signal to cross.

"These kinds of traffic safety measures protect our children, students, and families who use this crosswalk
every single day," said District 1 City Councilmember Carla González. "It's a reminder that continued
investment in our communities improve the quality of life for all."

What do drivers and pedestrians need to know about a PHB crosswalk? There are 5 phases to the traffic
light cycle when a pedestrian activates the crosswalk:

Phase 1: No visible lights - It's ok to drive through the intersection as usual, but still look for
pedestrians.
Phase 2: Yellow flashing lights - Begin to slow down; a pedestrian has activated the crosswalk.
Phase 3: Solid yellow lights - Prepare to stop; the lights will be turning red.
Phase 4: Solid red lights - Traffic must stop; the pedestrian has been given the signal to cross.
Phase 5: Red flashing lights - Traffic may now proceed if the crosswalk is clear, but the
intersection should be treated as a stop sign. Every vehicle coming up to the intersection when the
red lights are flashing must make a full stop at the crosswalk before proceeding.
The cycle will reset after Phase 5.

According to the U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Highway Administration, "because PHBs
remain dark until activated, they can help increase driver attention to pedestrians crossing the roadway,
and can reduce rear-end collisions. The pedestrian hybrid beacon's red signal indication removes any
judgment from the motorists and requires a complete stop."

This project was realized as part of the Safe Routes to Schools Plan and the Vision Zero Action Plan and
through partnership with the Transportation Agency of Monterey County (TAMC), Ecology Action, Blue
Zones, Monterey County Health Department, and all of the residents who helped contribute to these
planning documents.

###



 

 
City of Salinas | Website

    

City of Salinas | 200 Lincoln Ave, Salinas, CA 93901

Unsubscribe patricib@ci.salinas.ca.us

Update Profile |Constant Contact Data


